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Grand Knights Report

My Brother Knights:
Vivat Jesus!

In my previous two reports, I spoke to you about Charity and
Unity - the first two principles of our order. For this report,
I would like to speak on the principle of Fraternity. When I
first reflected on the word fraternity, it brought me back to
my college days. I’'m sure for many of us; this word conjures
up images of college-aged men in pursuit of high literary and
educational endeavors! (Yeah, right)

Despite the rather poor association, the word fraternity has
a much deeper meaning to our order. One definition defines

it as an organization of laymen for religious or charitable
purposes, but I prefer to consider the definition: the quality of being brotherly.

Brotherhood is the attribute that binds us all together. Most of us are not brothers because of a familial
bond, but rather we are brothers by choice! We choose to associate and form strong friendships with
each other. As these friendships grow, we share our life experiences with each other. In events such as
weddings, the birth of children, first communion celebrations, and graduations we invite those people
who are closest to us a share in our happiness — and in many instances, this includes our brother
knights.

But we also share with our brothers during the more difficult times in our lives. Whether in the loss of a
job, the loss of a loved one, or some other catastrophic event, we join together to shore up our brothers
and help them endure the hard times. This support not only extends to a brother knight, but to his
family as well. The Venerable Michael J. McGivney founded the Knights of Columbus, in large part, to
provide assistance to the widows and children left behind when the family breadwinner died — often
prematurely. In the Knights of Columbus, we watch out for and take care of one another.

While it’s important that we share the highs and lows of our lives with each other, I believe that the most
valuable times that we express our “brotherhood” is in the everyday events that we share together. For
me, I've found great value in joining with my brothers during our “after meeting” socials, praying a
rosary with other brothers to end abortion, gathering at a brother’s home to enjoy dinner or to watch the
Super Bowl, joining with a brother to sing karaoke at our corn roast, and especially the fellowship that I
share with my brothers while on retreat! These are the times that the friendships we make go beyond
mere casual acquaintances. In these times, brothers are bonded together and in these times, fraternity
is shared.

Continued on page 2
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Grand Knight’s Report (continued from page 1)

September was a busy month for our Council! In early September, our council held a charitable poker fund-
raising event at Snookers in Utica. I would like to thank our chairman, J. Michael Smith for all the hard
work he put into coordinating this event. Thanks also to all the brothers that worked the event. Through
our efforts, we raised $3600 for our council. Most of this money will be earmarked towards our donation to
the district-wide fundraiser to purchase an ultrasound machine for a problem pregnancy center.

On September 11th, members of the council assisted St. Clare parish in a Blue Mass to honor all police and
firemen, but to especially remember those who perished in the September 11th, 2001 terrorist attack in New
York. The mass was followed by their parish picnic.

During the week of September 12th, many of our brothers helped Our Lady of Sorrows parish in the Dioce-
san-wide campaign Changing Lives Together. This help consisted of either contacting fellow parishioners
about the campaign or distributing information regarding it. Members who helped out included Bob Collins,
Don McKeever, Tom Herrmann, Dean Wojtowicz, Fred Arganoza, Marc Wilkins, Bill Martz, Mike Wagner,
Cass Nuar, Joe Hejka, Jeff McGowan and myself. I apologize if I may have missed anyone here. Thanks to
everyone for helping the parish with this phase of the campaign.

On September 24rd, our council will be hosted a youth soccer tournament. This is the first time, since I've
been a member, that we’ve hosted this event. Special thanks to Kevin Hammer, our Youth Director for coor-
dinating this event and to all the brothers who came out and helped.

On September 25th, our council assisted Our Lady of Sorrows parish in their parish picnic. Knights helped
in the set up and breakdown of chairs and tables, and in the food preparation and distribution. Some
knights also played a special role as judges in the dessert tasting contest! Thanks to George Curran for co-
ordinating with the parish and setting up our membership table for our first recruitment function for the
fraternal year. I hope to report a bumper crop of new members in next month’s letter!

Our council is strong and vibrant and has a lot going on! We could use a lot more help though! Please con-
sider coming to our October meeting and hearing more on what the council is doing. “The harvest is abun-
dant, but the laborers are few.” Are you ready to join with your brothers to help? Are you ready to share in
fraternity

Fraternally yours,
Gary Mallia

Grand Knight

Please see our council’s website @ www.mikofc4401.org
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4th DEGREE NEWS
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI ASSEMBLY #2136
St. Clare of Assisi Parish
Faithful Navigator: S.K. Russ Waldecker, PGK

Sir Knights, Ladies, family, and friends,
Vivat Jesus

God has been good to the assembly. All of the programs we discussed in my last
article have been mega-successful. Starting with the Poker night event in Utica:
Thanks to those who assisted and stayed up late. The folks at the Machen Nutrition
Center can breathe a bit easier because of our donation. We even have some left over
for the general fund.

Our 911 Blue Mass was well attended and appreciated as well. People enjoyed each
others company at the picnic that followed. We received a lot of positive feedback and
this will now become an annual event for us.

The exemplification was fruitful. We picked up 5 quality new Sir Knights that were
edified by the ceremony and | am sure their great talents will be a great asset to our
assembly: Congratulations to

Joe Gromola
Dean Wojtowicz
Bob Lord
Dave Thoresen
Dave Stulock

Our next event is the installation of officers. This will take the place of our
October 12th meeting. Tuxes should be worn and families are welcome to
attened. RSVP to Nino he is in charge of the food. I look forward to seeing
everyone there.

God Bless You and may God continue to Bless America

S.K. Russ Waldecker F.N.
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Grand Knight..................... Gary Mallia.........coooeviiiiiiiiinn 248-496-9838
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Pro-Life..........cooviiienns George Kendall.............co o 906-494-2579

Pro-Life.........ccooiviiiiinn o Bill Martz..........cooviiii e 248-442-9783
Hospice Visitation.............. Deacon Richard Conlin.................... 248-476-8427
Nursing Home Visitation...... Bill Martz..........coooiiiiiiii e e 248-442-9783
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Public Relations................ Marc WilKins...........cccooviiiii i, 248-798-6285

Editor— The Counselor........ Henry Testa.......cccooveiiii i, 248-770-7010
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50/50 & CAPSULE
DPRAWING WINNERS

The winner of the 50/50 drawing was Joe Hejka
There was no capsule drawing winner.

=)

Prayers For:

ILL and RECOVERY

Fred Mallia, Marty Kozicki PGK,
Kathleen Kowalski, Evelyn Muliett,
Tom Swope, Sonya Shemet,
Wanda Nuar-Guirguis, Philip
Nuar, Kathy Henan, Mary Camp-
bell, Rosemary Testa, Pat Wag-
ner, Tom & Pat Wilkins, George
Ehlert, Dale Monette PGK, Kate
Pranger, Peggy Rickney, Blake
Hanlon, Bob Paige, Walter Hu-
mann, Marian Maluchnik, Elaine
Wurm, Mary Anita McHugh, Bill
Hollaway, Gary Francis, Jerry
Cresfi, Bishop Reece, Rick Sin-
clair, Evelyn Muliet, Michael Sim-
mons, Lois Geihrig, Joan Golus

DECEASED
Laura Bain-Smith,
Brad McCrimmon

Gary Howell

KNIGH'TS OF THE MONTH
September 2011
Bob Collins

K of C JACKETS AND SHIRTS

Anyone interested in purchasing a K of C
jacket or golf shirt with the K of C logo and
Council number 4401 should contact Randy
D’Amore at the meeting. Just give him your

name, size and color preference (blue or
white). Randy is trying to keep the price for
the shirts under $25. uccrandy@msn.com

Attention All Knights

We are looking for sponsors to advertise on the Counselor

Please contact Joe Hejka or Henry Testa for a special rate.

William McDowell
Gerry Dooley
William Poteracki Sr.
Lokomotiv Yaroslavl Hockey Club

SPECIAL INTENTIONS
The unborn, All Military,
The unemployed, the sick,

Jeff Naismith, Caroren A. Fran-
ciliso, Pope Benedict XVI, strong
marriages, Mark Campbell, Allison
Curran and Matthew Curran

Russ Waldecker
(248)255-2776

WaldocKer
Home /@/M/}o & //r(/a/wem/(lf

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING
PAINTING/ DRYWALL REPAIRS
CERAMIC TILE
CusTOM CABINETRY
LIGHT PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL
DISCOUNT TO KOFC MEMBERS

Ed Waldecker
(734)394-7822
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Knights of Columbus Council #4401 - Calendar of Events

September 2011
21 Officer’'s Meeting @ OLS
24 Soccer Challenge 11AM—2:30 PM OLS Field Need Help!
25 Our Lady of Sorrows Parish Picnic Need Help!
28 Forty Days to Life Campaign Begins ( thru Nov 6)

October 2011
5 Third Degree Business Meeting @ OLOS
12 Fourth Degree Business Meeting @ St. Clare
15 PGK Ball 6:00 to 9:30 PM (Mass @ 4:30 OLOS)
20 Officer’'s Meeting @ Marc Wilkins Home
29 Euchre Team Tournament @ Pope John XXIll—Clarkston

November 2011
2 Third Degree Business Meeting @ OLOS
2 First Degree@ OLS 7:00 PM
6 Memorial Mass 11:00 AM—Family Center OLOS
6 Forty Days to Life campaign Concludes
17 Officer’'s Meeting @ OLS

December 2011
3 U of D Basketball Game 11:30 AM-12:30 PM
7 Third Degree Business Meeting @ OLOS
10 Christmas Party American Legion Hall

March 2012
16-18 St. Francis Council Retreat at St. Paul’'s Retreat House

District 51 2011-2012 Degree Schedule

September 27", 2011 — 1% Degree Holy Family Council Time: TBD
October, 2011 Major Degree Location/Date/Time: TBD

November 2", 2011 — 1% Degree St. Francis Council Time: 7:00 pm
December 7", 2011 — 1% Degree  St. Gerald’s Council Time: TBD
January 4", 2012 — 1% Degree St. Francis Council Time: 7:00 pm.
February 7", 2012 — 1% Degree  Our Lady of Victory Council Time: TBD
March 7™, 2012 — 1% Degree  St. Francis Council Time: 7:00 pm

April 17", 2012 — 1% Degree St. Fabian Council Time: TBD

May 6™, 2012 — Major Degree —St Francis Council Time 8:00 am
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Jesus Lives!

This article originally appeared in Columbia magazine August 2005 and is reprinted here with permission
from the Knights of Columbus, New Haven, Conn

The words Vivat Jesus! are much more than a slogan or password for the Knights of Columbus. In
these words, “Jesus lives!” we find the foundation, meaning and mission of our Order. When Pope
Benedict XVI spoke for the first time in the homily at his installation Mass, he said, “The Church
is alive — she is alive because Christ is alive, because he is truly risen.” It is this reality of the
Risen One that animates the work of the Knights of Columbus and why we greet each other frater-
nally with “Vivat Jesus!”

In his first homily as supreme chaplain at the state deputies’ meeting last June in New Haven,
Bishop William E. Lori spoke about the necessity of the earthen vessels of our lives manifesting
the glory of the Lord. That, too, is the mission of the Knights of Columbus. As Benedict XVI re-
minded us at his installation, “the purpose of our lives is to reveal God to men.”

Our Order, perhaps more than any other organization of Catholic laymen, is called to witness to a
world that is unbelieving, that is doubtful, that is cynical, and that in many regions has abandoned
the Christian faith. This witness comes primarily through our works of charity, through our fami-
lies, and through the spirit of fraternity that animates our organization; it is a witness that pro-
claims Jesus is truly alive and so is his Church.

The real “culture war” that we face is the insistence of secular society that Jesus is merely a 2,000-
year-old historical fact that can be ignored today. Secular society’s insistence upon legalized abor-
tion, euthanasia and same-sex “marriage” is, in reality, the symptom of this fundamental refusal to
see Jesus in his full reality.

Through our works of charity, the Lord’s presence is made manifest, in so many ways, in our par-
ishes, our neighborhoods and our families. This is why Charity remains the first and animating
principle of our Order.

This is also why we continue to focus so strongly on charity and why we are so proud that our Sur-
vey of Fraternal Activity this year again shows the Knights of Columbus growing in works of
charity — nearly $136 million and more than 63 million hours in volunteer service.

With an average of $17 for each volunteer hour, that equates to more than $1 billion in service last
year alone, and more than $10 billion during the last decade. And in direct cash payments in the
last decade we have exceeded $1 billion.

The real importance of this is not simply a matter of dollars. The real importance is that our coun-
cils have an open door and a helping hand for so many neighbors in need.

This month we will celebrate our third Knights of Columbus Eucharistic Congress — a very spe-
cial event during the Year of the Eucharist. Its theme highlights our principles of charity and unity.

As Catholics our works of charity are rooted in the divine act of charity revealed in the Eucharist,
the Eucharist that is also the source of our unity. The Eucharist is our sublime assurance that Jesus

lives and that he is with us!  Vivat Jesus!
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Past Grand Knights’ Ball
Saturday October 15, 2011

4:30 Mass at Our Lady of Sorrows
6:00 Reception, Dinner and Dancing hosted at Direct Buy

33800 W. 9 Mile Rd, Farmington

Seating is limited. For questions or to place an ad in the commemorative program -
Please contact Randy D'Amore uccrandy@msn.com

MEMORIAL MASS
Sunday, November 6, 2011

St. Francis Council will celebrate its annual Memorial Mass for deceased members of our council on
Sunday, November 6, 2011. The mass will be held in the Family Center Chapel of Our Lady of Sorrows

at 11:00AM and the celebrant will be our own beloved chaplain, Fr. Loren O'Dea. This Memorial Mass i
the way we honor the deceased brother knights who founded and operated our council during the 54 year
since its beginning. The mass will be followed by a complimentary luncheon in the OLV school cafeteria.

All members of St. Francis Council and relatives of our deceased brothers are invited and encouraged to
attend. So that we may have an idea of the number of attendees, we are requesting that you call

Bob Collins at (248)626-6180 and advise the number of family members who will be attending (1) the mas
and (2) the luncheon.

(92

192
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K of C First Annual Euchre Tournament

Pope John XXIII Council #5436 in Clarkston is hosting the first annual K of C

Team Euchre tournament on Saturday October 29th. The hall is located at
5660 Maybe Road in Clarkston Mi. The team entry fee is $30 if received by
October 15th.

If interested in forming a team and participating in this event please contact
Brent Michelson, the Euchre tournament chairman at Pope John XXIII

council #5436.

SAVE THE DATE:

Christmas Party

, Knights of Columbus #4401
American Legion Hall
December 10 2011

Details to Follow
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4O DAYS FORLIFE.

What is 40 Day for Life?

It is a prayerful and peaceful public witness of God’s love as the alternative to
the despair of abortion. The cornerstone of the campaign is prayerful witness
at the local abortion center in Southfield. We will start the “40 Days to Life”
campaign on September 28th and it will run till November 6th. We are looking
for assistance from our council our help is truly needed. Please contact Bill
Martz at (248) 442-9783

SAVE
LIVES

JOIN THE VIGIL
FOLLOW THE SIMPLE
INSTRUCTIONS BELOW

http://lwww.40daysforlife.com/southfield/
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Pro-Life Efforts by St. Francis K of C
Knights Needed

| invite you to join me and other Pro-Life Catholics and Brother Knights on Sat-
urday mornings at 8:30 a.m. in front of the abortion mill located at 28505 South-
field Road. (Just South of 12 Mile) on the west side of the road. This is a non-
confrontational protest where we recite the Rosary (takes about 20 minutes)
and we go out for breakfast after. Remember, a small sacrifice from you today
could save the life of an unborn child. Call DD Bill McKeever @ 313-766-9110

for more information
\
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Membership Drive

Attention all Knights, we are in need of your talents and commitment to spread the news and
invite men who can help us with our many missions. We need new Knights who can help pro-
vide the many services and help to the growing number of people who are in need of that help.

George Curran is our membership director. Mike McKeever, Marc Wilkins, Tom Herrmann, Joe
Gromala and Henry Testa are the new membership team working with George. We are con-
templating a number of ways to increase membership including developing a marketing plan
and membership plan. We suspect that the image we project in the catholic community can be
appealing to others.

The best way we can encourage membership is to share our mission with fellow catholic men
and speak passionately about the fulfilment that is received by giving of our time and talents to
assist others.

Membership Focus Dates

September 10—25th
December 3rd—=8th
February 11th—26th
April 14th—29th

Please remember our quota for addition is 14 members. That means 14 plus any re-
tirements, resignation or terminations.

We need your help!

Communications Update

Any Knight that would like to receive e-mail updates, calendar

event notices, event reminders and information should send an email to
stfrancis4401@gmail.com.

Additionally the Counsoler can be accessed one of three ways:

1. Pick up a copy at the monthly meeting at the beginning of the month.
2. See the link at http:/ /www.mikofc4401.org/newsletters.htm

3. We can malil a copy if preferred. Please advise Henry Testa @

henrygt@aol.com and we can add you to the mailing list.
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Prayer Asking the Intercession of St. Joseph the Worker

Oh glorious Joseph, who concealed your incomparable and regal dignity of
custodian of Jesus and the Virgin Mary under the humble appearance of a
craftsman and provided for them with your work, protect with loving power
your children, especially entrusted to you. You know their anxieties and suf-
ferings, because you yourself experienced them at the side of Jesus and His
Mother. Do not allow them, oppressed by so many worries, to forget the pur-
pose for which they were created by God. Do not allow the seeds of distrust to
take hold of their immortal souls. Remind all the workers that in the fields,
and factories, and mines, and scientific laboratories, they are not working, re-
joicing, or suffering alone, but at their side is Jesus, with Mary, His Mother
and ours, to sustain them, to dry the seat of their brow, giving value to their
toil. Teach them to turn work into a very high instrument of sanctification as
you did, Amen.

The meaning of the front side of the Miraculous Medal

Mary is standing upon a globe, as the queen of heaven and

earth, crushing the head of a serpent beneath her feet. By
crushing the serpent she is proclaiming Satan and all of his
followers are helpless before her (Genesis 3:15). The year
1830 on the Miraculous Medal is the year the Blessed
Mother gave the design of the Miraculous Medal to St.
Catherine Laboure. The reference to Mary conceived with-
out sin supports the dogma of the Immaculate Conception
of Mary—not to be confused with the virgin birth of Jesus,
and referring to Mary’s sinlessness, “full of grace” and
“blessed among women” (Luke 1:28)- that was proclaimed
| 24 years later in 1854.

The meaning of the back side of the Miraculous Medal

The 12 stars represent the Apostles, who represent the en-
tire Church as it surrounds Mary. They also recall the vi-
sion of St. John (12:1), in which “a great sign appeared in
heaven, and a women clothed with the sun, and the moon
under her feet, and on her head a crown of 12 stars”. The
cross can symbolize Christ and our redemption , with the
bar under the cross a sign of the earth. The “M” stands
for Mary, and the interleaving of her initial on the cross,
shows Mary close involvement with Jesus and our world.
The two hearts represent the love of Jesus and Mary for
us.
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As a member of this council, you are our greatest asst. We value your judgment, we appreciate your opinions, and we rely
on your participation for continued success. Since joining the Knights of Columbus, you have undoubtedly become familiar
with many of our varied programs of involvement — programs where you can personally apply your talents and fulfill
your ambitions. In an effort to satisfy your desires and interests, we ask that you complete the following survey and return

it to our program director for evaluation and action.

General Information Date

Name

Address

City State Zip
Home Phone Work Phone E-mail

Service Program Involvement
Please list your preference for possible committee assignments. Please mark those area’s that you find exciting,

challenging and promising.

Church Community Council Family
_Vocations _Pro-Life _Public Relations _Survivors Assistance
_Parochial Services _Health Services _Fraternalism _Family of the Month/Year
_Religious Devotions _Civic Involvement _Blood Donors _Memorials
_Lay Apostolate _Decency _Social _Education
_Parish Round Table _Human Needs _Athletics _Communication's
_Christ in Christmas _Public Safety _Cultural Events _Recreation
_Others, specify _Others, specify  _Others, specify _Others, Specify

Youth

_Columbia Squires _Youth Groups _Educational Programs _Athletics

_Religious activities _Social Activities _Others, specify

Membership

_Recruitment _Retention _Insurance Promotion _Admission Committee _Ceremonials

In your opinion, how can council improve existing programs (be specific, please)

Insurance Participation

_ Non- Insurance Member?

If you are not currently enrolled as a participating member, would you like a Supreme Council insurance
representative to contact you to explain the many benefits through the Orders insurance program?

Yes No

_Insurance Members?
Would you like a Supreme Council insurance member contact you to explain new and additional benefits
through the Orders insurance program? Yes No
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St Francis Knights of Columbus
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